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. Should | be suspicious?
LOOK FOR WARNING SIGNS

Single lesion present more than 2 weeks
Non-smooth surface
Red / White colour
Firm to palpation
Painless

N\ o
Anyone can develop oral cancer but some people
are have a higher risk e.g. Older, heavy smokers with alcohol habit
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PATIENT REFERRAL

Letter or fax
Telephone
Not email

(unless using secure email based NHS referral
system)

Include essential information
Mark “Urgent” or “Suspect cancer”
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PATIENT REFERRAL

Make it clear and follow it up
Use the right referral forms or write a letter

make it very clear that this is very urgent
as some triage systems prioritise pain

10 Day rule
Check, if patient has not received appointment
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e PATIENT REFERRAL

Check your local referal pathway
This may include:
1) Referal to oral medicine or maxillofacial surgery

If you are not permitted to make direct referrals then:

2) Refer as an urgent case to the patient's dentist or
doctor

3) If the patient does not have a dentist the patient can be
sent to the local emergency dentist




